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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

The Essential Definitions and Historical Evolution of K. Marx’s Concept of Production Relations
Wang Feng-ming

This paper holds that, K. Marx’s concept of production relations was referring to “ power ( Macht )
relations” among persons which occurred in the process of material production, it didn’t include such
“technological relations” or “work relations” as division of work and coordination of effort. Production
relations were loaded by and embodied in the ownership-relations of the means of production and the
distribution-relations of work products, and become a sort of “right( Recht) relations” with the aid of state and
law. In The German Ideology, as a core concept of historical materialism, the production relations had been
taken shape by and large in thought substances; in The Poverty of Philosophy, it was clarified, unified and
perfected, and was sublimated to the principle of methodology used to grasp economic category; in On Capital
and its manuscripts, it was concretely and historically unfolded and applied.

Practical Wisdom in the Confucians
Chen Lai

Confucianism, since the time of Confucius, emphasizes " practical wisdom" as the realization of
philosophy. This approach accentuates the practical aspects of wisdom rather than the analytical rationale of
the intellect. Emphasis on practical wisdom persistently reinforces a moral foundation that is not differentiated
from personal virtue. At the same time, practical wisdom in Confucianism stresses self-cultivation, or the
complete transformation of the self, derived from the internal state of the heart/mind (xin .(»). Finally,
Confucian insists the practical wisdom must be transform into practical action.

“I Lost my Self” : A Classical Notion of Self
Chen Shao-ming

This paper attempts to explicate the notion of self in Daoism by formulating a philosophical interpretation
of the parable “I lost my self” as seen in Zhuang Zi. The author, through a detailed analysis of the exegetical
history on this topic, has detected the subtle distinction between “&,wu,l” and “3, wo, self” as to the
original meaning of the two words. This significant discovery shifts our attention to the notion of“self” which
provides us with the very key to a better understanding of this question. On that basis, the major concepts
included in the story are gradually called to the fore, such as “I” and “he”, “mind” and “body”, “time”
and “space”, whose multilayer implications are to be brought to light, thus a conceptual framework with
regard to“self” is established. With the aid of a new conceptual framework like this one, we can understand
why some of the prominent commentators in the intellectual history of Daoism interpret “3Z,sang,lose” as
“%* ,wang ,forget” , which also drives it home the importance of this concept to the cultivation of personality
typical of Daoism. At the end, the author points out it may form a contrast to Confucianism and help us to

understand the Confucian way of self cultivation.



