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Governance to Absorb Philanthropy: The General Characteristics

of Chinese Philanthropy in the New Era
Zhu Jiangang, Deng Hongli

Abstract: In the new era, Chinese philanthropy has undergone new transformations and displayed the general char-
acteristics of governance to absorb philanthropy. The core of governance to absorb philanthropy is the country’s ability
to absorb, and the country’s ability to absorb is an important part of the country's governance capacity. In the new era of
Chinese philanthropy, public philanthropic organizations are gradually evolving into the significant entities of social gov-
ernance from the supplementary roles which they played in the former control system of classification to better serve the
strategic goals of social governance. The country’s ability to absorb is also deeply embodied by absorbing philanthropy
through governance. The category of drawing resources breaks through the limitations of the traditional view of resourc-
es, and extends gradually into areas of ideology, administrative regulation and strategic resources. Under the governance
to absorb philanthropy, the state and society have reached an in-depth cooperation and embedded relationship: the state
has effectively absorbed social resources through ideological adsorption, administrative supervision as well as the use of
strategic resources, and the legitimacy and strategic position of social organizations has also been raised to an unprece-
dented height. The general characteristics of governance absorbing philanthropy have prompted a new turn for those rela-
tively independent grassroots organizations: returning to the community, returning to the self-organization of volunteers,
returning to traditional philanthropy, and facilitating businesses and entrepreneurs to take on their own philanthropic mis-
sions, all of which have become important forms of non-governmental philanthropy.

Keywords: Administration to Absorb Society; Governance to Absorb Philanthropy; National Capabilities to Ab-
sorb; Public Philanthropy
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